
                             

                                   

 
 

Gifted Education Advisory Committee  

March 22, 2022, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.   

KLC Room 1101 

Attendees  

Role  Name  

Facilitators  Leigh Epperson, Chairperson and Brenda Bailey, Supervisor  

Invited  Gifted Advisory Committee Members  

Student senior panel participants  

Attendees  Alene Devereaux, Pamela Hanshaw, Stephanie Aspinwall, Leigh Epperson, 

Nicole Falgiano, Dan Bredbenner, Kerri Adkins, Barbara Mangum, Bridget 

Pine, Brenda Bailey, Jackie Overton 

What to Bring  n/a  

  

Meeting Outcome:   

• Seniors will reflect on their experiences as gifted learners to provide student input for the annual report.  

 

Agenda   

Topic  Time  Meeting Outcomes  Notes  

Call to Order  7:00 p.m.  Introduction of committee members  

  

Mrs. Epperson called the meeting to order at 

7:00. 

Minutes  7:05 p.m.  Approval of January 2022 Minutes  

  

Ms. Hanshaw moved to approve the January 

2022 minutes. Ms. Adkins seconded the 

motion. The committee approved the January 

2022 minutes. 

Citizen Comment  7:10 p.m.  Opportunity offered for citizens to 

comment  

There were no comments for citizen comment 

time. 

Senior Panel  7:15 p.m.  Seniors will reflect on their experiences as 

gifted students in PWCS to provide 

committee members qualitative data for 

consideration in the annual report  

 See attached notes. 

Adjourn  8:30 p.m.  Meeting adjourned  Ms. Overton moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Ms. Adkins seconded. Mrs. Epperson 

adjourned the meeting at 8:30. 

 



                             

                                   

Student Panel Notes: 

Mrs. Bailey asked the student panel to introduce themselves and share when they were identified and a memorable 

moment in the gifted program. 

Student School Identification Memorable 

Student 1 Battlefield Middle of 7th Grade 

Friends told her about program 

Brought into gifted class and 

then officially was identified 

• Fun class to be in 

• Teachers are nice  

• Met friends in the program 

Student 2 Brentsville K or 1st Grade • Met in auxiliary “jam-packed” library room  

• Had fun in a positive environment 

Student 3 Colgan 8th Grade  

Identified when moved to VA 

• Didn’t know anyone in the room, but 

everyone was nice and welcoming 

Student 4 Forest Park 4th Grade  

Identified when moved from NJ 

• Puzzles with Mr. Shepard 

Student 5  Gainesville 5th Grade  

Was not placed in 3rd grade 

(“didn’t pass test”) 

• Enjoyed the program once identified 

Student 6 Gar-Field 3rd Grade • Logic puzzles and games 

• Convinced his mom to buy him various logic 

puzzles that he uses to this day 

Student 7 Hylton  6th Grade • Place to hang out (during free time) with 

friends  

• “Learned a lot without even thinking about 

it” 

Student 8 Osbourn Park  2nd grade Start 

7th grade Signet 

• Had engaging conversations for the first time 

• Not engaged in school until gifted  

Student 9  Patriot  

Governor’s 

School @ 

Innovation Park 

(GS@IP) 

2nd or 3rd Grade  

“Failed” test but was able to 

retake 

• Signet was very stimulating 

Student 10 Potomac 2nd grade 

Moved to VA from MD 

• Meeting people in an accepting environment 

Student 11 Unity Reed  Summer 9th-10th grade • Talking with peers 

Student 12 Woodbridge 4th grade • Year-long board game unit 

 

  



                             

                                   

Mrs. Bailey asked students to identify passions and how were they fostered in school? 

Student Interest Fostered in Signet  

(Reference to general school experiences are noted as such) 

Student 8 Language • Freedom to pursue interest  

• 3rd grade language centers  

Student 9 Physics  • Time to explore in depth 

• In regular classes, limits to what could/would be covered 

(general) 

Student 12 Computers and electrical 

engineering 

• Time to focus on one specific interest  

Student 10  Music • Personal connection with gifted teacher  

• Teacher persuaded student to advance 

Student 3  Reading and writing • Signet time and resources 

Student 7 History • Harness passion into open field of creativity;  

• In depth learning (historical architecture and engineering) 

• Regular class focus on test memorization (general) 

Student 4 Problem Solving • Encourages thinking and challenge.  

• Using collaborative thinking to solve problems 

• Easy up until high school (general) 

Student 2 Forensic science • Centers provide unique learning opportunities 

 

How challenging are advanced courses; how does it compare to the gifted services. 

Student 8: In 11th grade classes started to be challenging. They not interested in classes but had to do the work to get 

good grades. In Signet they are thinking about different things and learned to think for themselves. 

Student 10: In 9th or 10th grade school started to be challenging. It was a lot more work but not mentally challenging. The 

student complemented Mr. Frey creating a safe space for discussion. 

Student 7: The student made the mistake of taking 5 AP classes during Covid (11th grade). It hurt their grades. The work 

is not mentally challenging but requires a lot of work. Signet is an area where they could relax and learn about things 

they did not expect to be taught. They enjoyed the type of challenge faced in Signet. 

Student 9: The student started feeling challenged in GS@IP. It felt like performing versus learning. The Signet 

environment is relaxing and reminds you to enjoy learning. 

Student 8: AP seminar was challenging. The performative nature reminded her of Student 9’s GS@IP description. 

Student 7: There are no wrong answers in Signet. 

Student 3: Gifted is not just discussion; it’s a community where they get to relax and socialize on multiple field trips. 

Student 1: The student compared AP seminar to GEMS. They learn about many interesting topics in GEMS. 

Student 9: They loved discussing in GEMS if time is linear. 

Student 7: The student was intrigued by the GEMS discussion question, “Do we all experience color the same?” 

 



                             

                                   

Student 12: They enjoy the warm-ups in GEMS like trolley questions and truth tellers/liars. Students can have different 

ideas and still be friends. Students can propose different ideas and think out of the box. In regular classes, you are right 

or wrong. 

Student 4: Student loves GEMS and enjoyed the meeting of the minds project. It is interesting to learn peers’ views on 

reality and the purpose of life. It’s hard, but a good hard that makes them want to continue to learn and challenge 

themself. 

Student 1: The topics in GEMS make them think a different way and takes them out of the school mindset. 

Student 6: Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is similar to GEMS. Questioning: Where did knowledge originate? Who is the 

knower? How reliable is sensory perception? Student can apply a lot of what they learned in Signet to TOK. 

Student 5: Signet is optional so it’s people who want to be there.  

Student 7: Student gets dopamine from being in Signet and getting to “prove” they are right. They use skills learned in 

debate to formulate arguments for Signet. They produce an argument in a positive way to expound how they feel. 

Student 8: Student enjoys conversing with peers who think like them. 

Student 12: Coming out of Covid, it was nice to have GEMS as a first block class. 

What impact do grades have on you? 

Mrs. Bailey asked students what impact grades have on them.  

Student 7: Without grades, they get to relax and enjoy learning. Grades are “do what you need to do to get the grade.” 

They are not learning to learn, but just to get grades.  

Student 9: In classes, students are taught to the test. Signet learning continues because it interests them.  

Student 6: There is a family expectation to succeed. Removing the letter grade and pressures would increase 

their motivation. They would then learn for themself, not for tests or grades.   

Student 1: There is pressure to get good grades. They complete big assignments in GEMS, but the projects are of interest 

to them and make it less stressful.  

Student 8: They did not attend Signet in grades 9-11. If they missed a single class, they were worried about their grades. 

They wish there was not that much pressure.  

Multiple students concurred about the pressure to not miss class having an impact on participation.  

Student 7: Covid year was rough to attend seminars even though online seminars were offered. GEMS challenges them 

but that challenge relieves that stress. Even one missed class could bring their grade down. 

Student 10: Student had to miss out on gifted because it was offered during a random period. The seminars really 

helped them a lot, and they did not like to miss them. 

Student 8: During Sophomore year, Signet was during AP Euro so they had to miss out. 

Student 9: Most GS@IP do not participate in Signet. Student attends GEMS by skipping part of her lunch.  

Student 5: Online school helped them slow down and finish work quickly. This allowed them to engage in gifted more. 

After school gifted would be less stressful. 



                             

                                   

Student 9: The skills learned in seminar are going to be helpful in college and life. 

Student 3: The most needed skill is communication according to their recent college visit. 

Student 8: The seminars built up their communication skills. 

Student 5: Gifted helped them learn time management. They can get further ahead by getting things done more quickly. 

Student 4: Public speaking is a huge fear for many students. They used to be introverted. Being able to speak in seminar 

and share their opinion and respectfully disagree has helped them build their public speaking and communication skills. 

Student 7: They were socially awkward when younger but can now go into classes and give presentations confidently. A 

lot of this is due to Signet and exploring ways of reducing fear of mistakes. 

What can we do better? 

Student 4: Seminars in 9th and 10th were taken out of PE. In 11th grade, had seminars on Monday during Covid so they 

didn’t feel like they were missing out on anything. This year as a class, it is a part of their schedule. 

Student 7: The student receives a pass to attend any period of the day over the course of two days, so they can go when 

they want. It also allows them to go to seminar with groups of friends. This year, flexible seminar periods went away 

when there is only one teacher. Recommends being able to come up with student-selected topics. 

Student 10:  Seminars were offered during a specific period in 9th or 10th grade. But this year services not robust. 

Student 8: Having a selection of class periods to attend would have increased their attendance. They miss having 

centers. They need a project to work on in Signet to work toward a goal. 

Student 9: Gifted services for GS@IP students are not flexible or available to all GS@IP students. 

Student 5: Conducting seminars during Flex time would be helpful. 

Mrs. Bailey asked for students to share a memorable teacher from their gifted experience. 

Student 12: Mrs. Lux and Mrs. Lamont did a great job making elementary schoolers pay attention and get excited about 

the topics. They started the student’s interest in Algebra. Mrs. Laplant is great at creating questions for discussion. 

Student 9: Mrs. Phillips spent a month with her working on the SRGS essay prompts. With Mrs. McGrath, the first 

seminar was crazy but her character during the discussions fostered comfort sharing ideas. 

Student 10: Mr. Frey had a way with words and would make seminars feel larger than life.  

Student 8: Mr. Hoffman pushed you to question how you think and how you feel. Dr. Scott’s personality was engaging 

and allowed for open discussion. 

Student 5: Mrs. Phillips and Mrs. McGrath spent extra time with her to help determine what she wants to do in the 

future. Dr. Scott is a current teacher and is amazing. 

Student 7: It is amazing when they have a great Signet teacher.  

Student 1: Mrs. Burke has put up with so much chaos from the class. She works with them and listens to what they have 

to say. She always seeks feedback and allows students to introduce topics of interest. 

Student 3: Mr. Lucier cares so much about his students and talked to students like they were equals in the room. 



                             

                                   

Student 2: Mr. Hood was an EMT. This passion carried over into his teaching. 

Student 4: Mr. Bredbenner and Watkins bring an energy to the class despite their different personalities. Both are 

passionate about the work that they do. The activities in GEMS are creative and engaging, like the trust activities they 

started the year with. 

Advisory Member Question: What do you wish your administrators knew about the gifted program? 

Student 12: Seminars are fun. 

Advisory Member Question: What is the biggest misconception about being Gifted? 

Student 7: That you know everything. 

Student 8: They are good at academics in general. 

Student 9: Giftedness does not always connect to performing in school. 

Advisory Member Question: How do your regular teachers support gifted courses or placement? 

Student 8: The student’s elementary teacher provided extra work, but most classes did not help. The student created 

PowerPoints for the classroom teacher for the next unit. 

Student 4: The student took a bus for the entire day to another school. The teachers created work packets for the 

missed work and made it easier to miss class that way. 

Student 8: Teachers can let students have freedom in class. 

Mrs. Bailey asked students about their post-graduation plans. 

Student 12: Virginia Tech to pursue degree in Computer Science (interest in cyber security) 

Student 9: William and Mary to study theoretical physics 

Student 8: Technology career 

Student 7: Enlisted and wants to eventually go to military school 

Student 6: Study meteorology 

Student 5: Personal training or exercise science 

Student 4: Cyber Security at GMU with a minor in film 

Student 3: Dramatic writing or screen writing 

Student 2: JMU Justice Studies  

Student 1: Communications and film and media 

 

 


